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Holiday Concert Extravaganza!Holiday Concert Extravaganza!Holiday Concert Extravaganza!Holiday Concert Extravaganza!    
Come enjoy the department’s first-ever multidiscipline project!  

    
The All-Department concert dates: 

December 9th and 10th at 7:00 p.m. in the PAC 

Concert Bands, Orchestra and Choirs will perform a variety of 
works and a mass grand finale.  Great music, great fun! 

    
Let us eat cake!  
2009 Marching Band 
Awards Dessert 
gathering was held in 
the cafeteria on 
November 10th.   Band 
families gathered for a 
celebration of the 
season’s 
accomplishments, good 
fun, and food as awards 
and other surprises were 
handed out.   More pics 
pg. 5 

Tis the Season……… 
In this season of giving thanks and of preparing for the holidays we will use this venue to express our sincerest thanks 
to the music students and parents who have worked hard, and who through dedication, perseverance and talent have 
achieved great things.  In these times of immediate gratification, and decreased funding we have maintained our 
standards with patience and with a willingness to give.   
Through the Gala we see our efforts come to the fore.  It is a time to enjoy good music and to have a good time.. We see 
our children socializing with their peers and we see the community come together through concerted effort .   A 
community becomes strong, not only through local and school funding (or lack thereof), but by the engaged motivated 
people with one goal in mind:    To make our children’s school days memorable with healthy activity.   
Please find our expressed thanks to all the people who have helped with our efforts so far.  Is it overkill?  No.  We 
cannot say it enough.   
Ann Pagano, VP Fundraising , Blanca Houston, Newsletter 
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 Thank you too, Karen Wheeler and Gala Wurdeman! 
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Patron Party Thank -You's 
 The Patron Party was a huge success thanks to all the people that helped with donations of food items, decorations or their 
time.   We send a huge thank you to all the Band and Orchestra parents that provided food or drink items for the Gala.  
Without your generous donations the food costs would have been much higher.  Thank you to parents that loaned us trays, 
Tonka trucks, and other decoration items.  St. Alphonsus' Parish Hall was transformed into a beautiful construction zone.  
Thank you also to the Band and Orchestra students who cooked, prepared and served the food.  We couldn't have done it 
without everyone coming together for such a worthy cause. 
 We truly appreciate everyone's efforts in making this year’s Gala such a success.
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Wow what an evening!    
For all of those who attended the Gala we have a new 
favorite band: Phil Dirt and the Dozers.   They had 
everyone clapping, singing along and bobbing their heads to 
50’s, 60’s and 70’s favorite songs.   The patron party 
continued through the evening with Tom leading the jazz 
band as we enjoyed food and refreshments.  We received 
lots of positive feedback.  The evening silent auction was 
also a success.  Thanks go out to those who donated and 
the many bidders.  The evening could not have happened 
without the work of so many dedicated parents.   As most of 
you know, Gala is ZBOP’s largest and most important fund 
raiser.   ZBOP’s mission is to support the instrumental music 
programs for the Zionsville Community High School Music 
Departments.  This includes the marching band  and full 
orchestra , concert bands, strings, jazz band, winter 

guard, indoor  winter percussion, and the honors strings 
ensemble .  That’s over 300 students .    
My appreciation goes out to the many sponsors who stepped 
up in a difficult economy to support us.  So whenever 
possible, please support the businesses that so willingly 
support our students 
The full orchestra had their first performance at the veterans’ 
day convocation.    
The marching band season concluded on a cold and windy 
day at Pike High School.  Congratulations go out to Tom, his 
staff, and the entire marching band for a great season.  They 
finished with the school’s highest score ever!   Thanks again 
to the pit crew and the box moms for all their support.   I 
would love to tell you some of the fun stories surrounding the 
box moms and pit crew, but I would have to change the 
names to protect the innocent.   Box moms’ gone wild video 
coming soon! 
See you soon, 
Bill Biel, ZBOP President 

It is hard to believe the end of the first semester of 
school is just a few short weeks away!  The orchestra has had 
such a busy fall and the time has gone by quickly. 

  On Nov. 5 the ZCHS Symphony Orchestra students attended 
a full orchestra retreat to help kick off the beginning of the 
symphony season.  The retreat included some great food 
(thanks ZBOP!!), good rehearsals, and an awesome trip to 
Bongo Boy Music center for participation in a team building 
drum circle.  This was a very cool experience and one the kids 
would surely like to repeat!  
Our first concert featuring all the string groups and the 
Symphony Orchestra will be held on Jan. 14 
The major projects going on at the time of this writing are the 
musical, Beauty and the Beast, and the All- Department 
Holiday Concert.   
The pit orchestra for the musical consists of 21 band and 
orchestra students.  They have been rehearsing since late 
October and have spent the week of Nov. 16 in rehearsals with 
the cast and crew.  Playing in the pit orchestra is a valuable 
experience and provides students with some of the most 
difficult music they will encounter during their high school 
years.  The students are to be commended for the countless 
hours they have spent on the music to help make the show a 
success! 
 We encourage parents, family, and friends to attend one of 
two shows on either Dec. 9 or 10.  Don't miss this department 
first! 
  Solo/Ensemble forms are now available for students and will 
be due the first week back from Thanksgiving.  The ISSMA 
S/E competition is a very important opportunity for the 
students and it is my hope all will take advantage.  Piano 
forms are available from Mrs. Broge in the choral department. 
 After we return form break, all focus will be on our trip to 
California to perform at the ASTA national Convention! 
 Have a wonderful Holiday Season!! 
 

As we cruise through November, the season changes and so 
does the shift of focus in the band department.  Before moving on 
completely, here is a wrap up of our success-filled marching band 
season.   1st place on most caption awards at the Lafayette Jeff 
Invitational, 3 rd place earning an extra large check for $100 at the 
Avon Invitational, 1st place and all caption awards at the Twin 
Lakes Invitational (our first double contest day), a gold rating and 
all caption awards at the ISSMA District contest, 1st place and most 
caption awards at the Ben Davis Invitational, a gold rating at 
Regionals, and our highest score of the year at semi state.   As I said 
at the awards banquet, the students enjoyed performing the show, the 
audiences enjoyed watching our show, and that is what it’s all about. 
  
Now that the marching band season is over, the band department 
becomes even busier.  Several students will have played in the pit 
orchestra for Beauty and the Beast, the full orchestra is off and running 
having completed its first performances at our Veteran’s Day programs, 
the pep band season is just beginning, the jazz band is busy with 
performances, and all performing arts department ensembles are 
preparing for a new kind of Holiday Concert.  The two night 
performances will assure that everyone will have a seat in the audience 
and many potential conflicts will be avoided.  The performing arts 
department staff has been looking forward to the opportunity to 
showcase all facets of our strong department all in one night.  Don’t 
worry; we have it worked out to be easily less than two hours long.  The 
program will end with a grand finale that will include most, if not all, 
music students at ZCHS. 
 
For those of your looking for ways to put money in your student 
accounts to help cover costs of the Disney World trip, or ZBOP fees for 
next year, we will be having our annual Butter Braid and Cheesecake 
sale.   Item s will be delivered a couple of days prior to the winter 
vacation.  This could make for great Holiday treats, but I don’t 
recommend the butter braids for stocking stuffers (they can be explosive 
when the dough rises).  Perhaps a warm butter braid could be left out for 
Santa on his busy night.  I’m sure he would enjoy that surprise!   Have a 
happy Holiday season!   
Congratulations to the Special Honors Students! (see page 8) 
 
 
Tom Landrum – Director of Bands 
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Seniors were recognized, proud parents cheer them on. 

 

Market Day News 
Cookie Dough Days are here! 
This month's “bonus days” is our Otis Spunkmeyer cookie dough, 
available in nine varieties, individual portions with no trans fat. 
Doesn't Chocolate Chunk, Peanut Butter Chocolate Chip, M&M, 
Sugar-free Chocolate Chip, Monster, White Chocolate Macadamia 
Nut, Oatmeal Raisin, Snickerdoodle, Chocolate Mint Chip SOUND 
YUMMY?! 
We're also offering a FREE Cheese Pizza-Eat-zzas with minimum 
purchase.   
And, if you've placed two orders of $40 or more between September 
and November and place a third in December, you'll receive a FREE 
lunch tote. 
Thanks to you, we've raised $1,366 so far this year!   
 
You can order online at www.marketday.com (acct. #5941) or drop 
your order form off at the Hussey-Mayfield Library.  Deadline for 
ordering is Wed., December 9th.  Order pickup will be 5:00-6:00 on 
Monday, December 14th.  Adult volunteers are needed.  Please 
contact Deirdre Moore, 732-4360 or Liz Qua, 769-1161 with any 
questions. 

 

DISCOVER INDY BOOKS 
Support your Zionsville Band, Guard and Orchestra 
students by buying a Discover Indy Book (formerly 
known as the Zoo Book).  Each book has $5000 in 
coupons and $50 in FREE coupons from local and 
surrounding merchants.   
 Contact any band, guard or orchestra student or email 
Kelly Guerra at kellygu1979@aol.com 
 
Thanks for a job well done Kelly! 
 
 

Box Moms work hard and they play hard.  They gracefully performed a band jig at 
awards night! LOL 

Ann Thrasher-Papa, orchestra parent and 
volunteer extraordinaire! 
Thanks Ann for heading up and 
organizing the Homecoming 
Tailgate for two years and for all 
the good work in having made the 
Community Homecoming Tailgate 
a great success!  The weather was 
windy and cold, but Ann was able 
to keep the tent in place. Her great 
organization kept the food moving! 
Thanks Ann you are an excellent 
Volunteer! 
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INDOOR PERCUSSION 

Title of this year’s ZVI (Zionsville Indoor) show 
is:   “The Love….” 

 Performance schedule:  

Feb. 6   IPA Invitational at Taylor H.S. 

Feb. 27  IPA Invitational at Greenfield-Central 
H.S. 

Mar. 6  IPA Invitational at Warsaw H.S. 

Mar. 13  IPA State Prelims at Avon H.S. 

Mar. 20  IPA State Finals at Ben Davis H.S. 

 Everyone is encouraged and welcome to come 
see a performance! 

The 2010 Zionsville Indoor Percussion has begun. The 
competition show is titled The Love of... which walks 
through different facets of passions that people experience. 
The opening section is 'The love of a child', and is depicted 
by a serene growing musical piece led by the front 
ensemble. The next section begins as 'The love of the game' 
which is a more moving team oriented piece where there are 
a few small section features. This grows into 'The love of 
self’ where one person abandons the group to pursue 
individual fame, but he realizes that, due to their self 
centeredness, they now have nothing. The final piece is 'The 
love of family' where the ensemble will rejoin to pick the 
returned colleague’s spirits. It ends with full ensemble 
rambunctious and 'happy' musical phrases.  
 
The students and staff will be preparing their show through 
December and January. They compete through February and 
March.  
 

Orchestra News:  

Save the date. 

The Honors Orchestra 
will perform at Artist 
Nancy Noel’s 
Sanctuary 
On Friday, February 
5, 2010 
2-4:30 p.m. 
 

Zionsville Christmas Parade December 5th 

 

The jazz band will perform 
for the Gala silent auction 
bid winners. This event 
will be scheduled soon.  
Congratulations to Dr. and 
Mrs. Duplantier! 

Save the Dates:   Solo and Ensemble (2/6), the indoor 
percussion season, the winter guard season, the jazz 
band at the Purdue Jazz Festival (1/23), , and, of course, 
the Marching Eagles’ trip to Disney World over 
President’s Day weekend. 
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As you may know, Mrs. Graef was the Middle School band teacher who succumbed to 
complications from breast cancer in 2008.  She inspired many with her love of life and her 

love of music.   

 

 

In Memory of Mrs. Graef 

Luke Neumann is coordinating this project.   
A brick sidewalk will be built encircling the Mrs. Sandra Graef Memorial Bench on the south 
side of ZMS.  The sidewalk is meant to beautify the school, honor Mrs. Graef, and allow 
students and parents of Zionsville to remember her.  To fund this project, you can buy a brick 
with an inscription of your choice, with a total of up to 36 characters in 2 lines.  The price of 
each brick is $30.  Please make checks payable to ZMS PTO.  Luke can be contacted at 873-
2152 with any questions.   
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VIOLIN 
Jessica MacLean      
Jeff Yu 
Gabbi Richter 
Mikala Carpenter 
Tessa Dean 
Andrew Konradi 
 
VIOLA 
Sean Kilgore 
Kelly McCarthy 
 
CELLO 
Carl Deeg 
Kaitlin O’Leary 
 
BASS 
Drew Owens 
 
CLARINET 
Allyson Herhusky 
 
BARI/TENOR SAX 
Alex Young 
 
TRUMPET 
Katie Safa 
Adam Pease 
 

HORN 
Samantha Sponcil 
 

PERCUSSION 
Mark Edlin 
Abbas Ather 
Stephen Carlsgaard 
 

FLUTE/PICCOLO 
Katie Karch 
Kelsey Byrum 
 
HARP 
Allison Jacobs 

Congratulations to Mrs. Lyons and the pit orchestra for a job well 

done!The performance of Beauty and the Beast played to a packed 
Performance Arts Center.  The community came out en masse to enjoy the 
singers, dancers and great music.  They couldn’t have done it without you 
all.  Great job! 

Recently, some ZCHS band students have earned some special honors.  The following 
students were selected and participated in the Indiana Bandmaster’s Association 
All-District Honor Band: 

  Clara Ting on French horn, Katie Safa on Trumpet, Adam (AJ) Weddle also on 
Trumpet, Allyson Herhusky on Clarinet, Paige Rauschuber on Alto Sax, and Alex 
Young on Baritone Sax.   

These students rehearsed with a guest conductor for much of the day on Saturday, 
November 14th, and they performed a wonderful concert on Sunday, November 15th 
at Rossville HS.  This was a great experience for these students and they represented 
Zionsville well.  Will Colling was also selected, but was unable to participate and 
Amy Barton was selected as an alternate.   

On the following weekend, Nicole Bruce performed on clarinet at the Indianan 
Bandmaster’s Association All-Region Junior High Honor Band which was held at 
Brownsburg HS. 

 

The fall semester has been full of 
serious competitions and serious 
fun.  And that is really what it’s all 
about.  As parents, we want our 
kids to learn and we want them to 
do well.  But at the end of the day, 
we want them to have fun and 
enjoy their school days.  This 
picture seems to put it all in 
perspective. 
 B. Houston  
 Photo by Sarah H. 
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 Thank you to the Marching Band Volunteer Parents! 

Many thanks are in order to the many parents who volunteered their time during the 2009 Marching Band 

season and who helped to make the Marching Eagles the best that they could be!  

To the box moms and pit crew, or course:  You worked tirelessly week in and week out supporting our kids in 

so many ways.  Thanks especially to Sarah Hallstedt, JulieSarah Hallstedt, JulieSarah Hallstedt, JulieSarah Hallstedt, Julie Rauschuber,Rauschuber,Rauschuber,Rauschuber, and Mike KastnerMike KastnerMike KastnerMike Kastner for taking on the 

responsibilities of leading these groups. 

Videographer Extraordinaire:  Thanks to Dave CrockettDave CrockettDave CrockettDave Crockett for his videography, photography, and for his help to 

me in these areas including providing the technical expertise for our Marching Band Awards night.  

Awards Night Presentation:  Thanks to Ana CarlsgaardAna CarlsgaardAna CarlsgaardAna Carlsgaard for taking on the role of providing special recognition 

to our seniors by putting together a senior booklet and a senior PowerPoint presentation.  These were lots of 

fun. 

To Tommye DavisTommye DavisTommye DavisTommye Davis, thank you for taking care of designing and making the locker signs.  I’m sure they 

provided plenty of inspiration to our kids!  Thanks too for the posters around the band room and the good 

looking bulletin board! 

Thank you Jill McRoberts and Jo DenneJill McRoberts and Jo DenneJill McRoberts and Jo DenneJill McRoberts and Jo Denne for the hot chocolate you donated and served to the kids on that long 

rehearsal day.  That was an unexpected surprise for our kids.  Thank you too for the great decorations (and 

decorating) at Awards Night. 

Last, but not least, thanks to Liz QuaLiz QuaLiz QuaLiz Qua for everything you did this year. Thanks for shopping, hauling all that 

bottled water, serving lunches, snacks, etc. etc.  I would not have “survived” without you! 

To all the parents who gave their time to the Marching Eagles that I may not have mentioned above, THANKS!  

If you chaperoned a bus, helped with the spaghetti lunch on Mega Rehearsal day, provided photographs of 

marching band events, hung locker signs, made a poster for our send-offs, handed out Subway sandwiches or 

pizza slices on Saturdays, or any other of a number of things, you were important to Marching Eagles. 

 

Looking forward to the 2010 season…… 

Lori Byrum 
ZBOP Band VP 
 


